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THIS PAPER ISFORE

All of those who have always questioned if an eternal punishment in Hell isreally true,
but have reluctantly accepted it because they have been told that thereis no evidence
that can dispute this potential reality

All of those who have wrestled with reconciling aloving God with the messagethat He
will torment Hisenemiesfor all of eternity uponther death

All of those who have been haunted by a fear of spending an eternity in the depths of
Hell that many Christians professisthe final destination for the majority of mankind

All of those who have log loved ones who died in unbdief and have struggled with the
Christian messagethat their loved ones are now suffering for an eternity in Hell

All of those from throughout history that have attempted to shine a bright light on the
dark dodrine of Hell by exposng the many weaknesses with the evidence for this
dodrine

All of those who have become convinced that the dodrine of everlaging torment in
Hell isareality, and have closed themselves off from looking at the vag amount of
evidence that disputes the Godliness of this theory

Ladly, thispape isfor all of those who have the courageand eagenessto search for
the truth, regardless of where it leads



I ntr oducing the Argument

Orhe hallmark of an authentic evangdicalism is not the uncritical repetition of old
traditions, but the willingness to submit every tradition, however ancient, to fresh
scrutiny and if necessary reform.OJohn Stott

In the United States judicial system it isimperative to have afair and impartial jury,
absent of this then each verdict rendeed will always be questioned. Imagineiif it was
legd for the prosecution or defense to reward ajury for a particular verdict, would
anyonehave confidence in thejury fairly evaluaing the evidence? Imagineif the
prosecution could legdly make its cloang argument by saying this: If you thejury find
in favor of the prosecution each of you will receive a million dollars. However, if you
donotfind in favor of the prosecution then not only will each of you notreceive a
million dollars, but all of you will be sentenced to death by the electric chair. If the
prosecution could end its presentation to a jury like this, how confident would anyonebe
in thejury@ ability to objectively look at the evidence and make a fair ruling?

The problem when it comes to evaluaing some of the dodrines within orthodox
Christianity isthefact that we are notdealing with impartial jurors, or more specificaly
objective witnesses. The orthodoxChristian viewpoint on eternd punishment in Hell is
accepted as fact by many in the Christian community mosly onthebasis of tradition.
Thos who want to discern thetruth asit pertainsto everlasting punishment in Hell will
need to look at more evidence than jud thetraditions and words of men, especialy in
light of the many motivationsaside from seeking the truth tha compd many Christiansto
accept thisdodrine

On mog Sundgs at a Christian Church, or at theend of a person witnessing to others
aboutJesus the clogng argument by the Christian will often go something like this. You
can choos to accept what | am saying and in doing so guarantee yourself a spotin
Heaven for all of eternity, or you can choos to rgect the evidence that | have given
you. However, if you reject what | have told you, and | am right then you will not only
miss out on eternal blissin Heaven, but you will be subjected to an eternal torturein
Hell. If I amwrong though, what do you havetolos? On thesurfacethisisavery
powerful argument and | have seen it used many times by witnessing Christians
However, when onedigsdesper into this line of reasoning the difficultieswith it beng a
persuasive argument quickly rise to the surface.

The problem with the standad Christian apologédic techniquequoted aboveis thefaulty
premise in which thewhole argumentis built upon For example, mog Christian
apologdicswill say tha by accepting Jesusyou are notrisking your eternd security; only
by rejecting Jesusdoes a person put his eternd future in jeopady. However, Christianity
isnottheonly religiontha putsforth thenotion of eternd damnation. There are over one
billion Mudimsin theworld tha would say that not only will abdief in Jesusnotgan
you an entrance into Heaven, but by rejecting Allah the bdiever in Jesuswill besent to



an eternd torturein Hell. ThedevoutMudim isjust as sincere as the committed
Christian in regardsto the eventud destination of those who do not bdieve as hedoes.
However, | would say to both the Mudim and the Christian that Osncerity does not
equal truthQ and | will need more than sincere prodamationsof Hell to beieve tha this
dodrineistrue.

When a person accepts the divine naure of an eternd Hell, this person gives up thehope
tha says, ONith God all thingsare possibleObecause if eternd tortureistruethen all
thingsarein fact notpossible. For bdieversin eternd torture theworld becomeslike a
sinking ship with itsfind destinaion bengthe pitsof Hell. Thedodrineof eternd
torture tells ustha there is no hopethat al of the ship® passenge's can berescued. Life
for thebdiever in eternd torture becomes a race to save as many people as possible, but
all thewhile watching person after person being sent to thar eternd doomin thetorments
of Hell. Believersin eternd torture also give up the ability to offer any hopeto those
who have log unbdieving loved ones, al tha they can doistell peopleto try and save
themselvesfor it isto late for anyonewho died in unbdief. Thegrim redlities of eternd
torture as awful asthey are do not by default give usirrefutable evidence tha this
dodrineisnotareality. Rather, thevery real negative consequences tha come from
accepting abdief in eternd torture should lead a person to serioudy study this dodrineto
besuretha thereis solid evidence that thisidea comes from aloving God.*

Anothe problem with the standad fear based apologeic techniquetha we have looked
a isthefact that Christianswho bdievein an eternd torture will befaced with a
subgantial credibility issue It isnotsurprising based on how the Christian messageis
usudly presented tha alot of people accept theidea of Heaven and an eternd Hell so
easly. Humansare very motivated by persond gan, and by avoiding persond |oss.
How great of agan would eternd blissin Heaven be and how much of aterible loss
would an eternity of being conioudy tortured amounttoo? Besides, mos who bdieve
in an eternd torture accepted thisidea the minute they became a Christian and as such a
careful examination of thisdodrineis usudly notundetaken by mog Christians Lastly,
can objective observersredly trug that Christianshave studioudy looked at the evidence
for eternd punishment in Hell when mog Christianssincerely bdieve that they might be
risking thar own eternd security by even questioning this dodrine?

To try and get to thedivinetruth or lack there of with the dodrine of eterna torment we
will use another andogy fromthe United States judicial system. In desth pendty casesin
the United States the prosecution mug proveits case to alevel tha isbeyonda
reasonable doubt anything less and the prosecution will lose thecase. Thereason for
such a high burden of proof in a death pendty case is because of theenomity of the

! For me it is unexplainable how a person who holds the orthodox view [of eternal torment] can
at any time have a glad moment in this life. He is constantly mingling with people whose final
destiny will be to be tormented eternally without endE To me it is even more unexplainable that
such an @rthodox(person can expect even a happy moment in eternity, when he knows that
contemporaneously with his blessed estate continues the endless torment and agony of
innumerable millions of the accursed. Can he, if he loves his neighbors as himself, yes, even if he
has just a little bit of human love and is not solely a selfish wretch, have even a single happy
moment?O-- John Persone Swedish Lutheran Bishop



pendty in which ahuman beng could lose hislife. If theUnited States whichis
govened by fallible men and women has such a high burden of proof in adesth pendty
case, we should expect that an all knowing andloving God if He wereto inditute a
judgnent such as eternd torture would make sure to equip mankind with proof for this
judgnent that can be proven beyondany reasonable doubt

It iswith the back drop of proving a case beyondareasonale doubttha | am putting
forth acase agand eternd consioustorment as being adodrinetha isfrom God. With
theeternd and temparal consequences of thisdodrineall reasonable people should
require evidence for this punishment tha standsup to thetoughest scrutiny and leaves no
doubtas to God® authorship of this potential reality. If however, reasonable doubtcan
be placed on eternd torment, then fair minded people would do well to discard the notion
tha a punishment this severe and endlessis truly from God. Thegod of thiswork isto
examinein many different waysif theevidence for eternd constioustorment as defined
by the orthodoxteaching in the Christian Church isirrefutable, anything less than this
would be unacceptable.

It should benated at the outset that | realize many will view theidea of anon-eternd
congiouspunishment as an unoithodoxChristian postion, and many will condudethat
those who doubtthis eternd punishment smply do not like the hard QruthOof this
dodrine as oppo®d to having some hard evidence agand this teaching. Thispossible
quick dismissal of those who doubtan eterna torment would be urfortunae dueto the
fact tha thisidea goes back to thevery beginning of Christianity, and to those who were
reading the New Testament in its origind languayeof Greek. | had noideabeforel
began looking into the current dodrine of Hell that the bdief in everlasting punshment
was nota pat of orthodoxChristianity until about550AD, which isover 500years after
thedesth of Jesus Many of thefirst Christian teachers did not, in fact, bdievein the
eternd damndion of unbdievers. Furthermore, even those early church leaders who did
bdievein eternd punishment did not make this doctrine a central part of the Christian
faith. For example, the church father Tertullian (160-220A.D.) in hiswork Apology of
the Faith explainsin detail 50 dodrines of the Christian faith butnot oneof these
dodrines conaernsthe everlasting punishment of unbdievers.

Additiondly, many Christian coundls were hdd before 550 AD in which Christian
dodrines were putforth as orthodoxysuch as themake-up of the New Testament, and the
divinity of Christ, however in not oneof thefirst coundls was the dodrine of everlasting
punishmentin Hell madea part of Christian orthodoxy. Infact, at the381counal at
Congantinopok the Church picked Gregory Nazianzen to preside over the coundl, and
far fromabdiever in everlasting punishment hewas an outspoken Universalist who
bdieved tha eventudly all people would bereconciled to Christ. If the orthodox
teaching of the Church at thistime was everlasting punishment, andif this dodrinewas at
thistime a pat of the Gogpd tha Christ ddivered to the Saints, then it does seem strange
tha these orthodoxChristianswould have a Universalist preside over such an important
coundl.



In rebuttal to these last two points some will say that the bdief in everlasting punishment
was such thedominant postionin early Christianity that there was no reason for this
issueto beaddressed at thefirst Christian coundls or by those who wrote aboutmany
heresiesin early church history. To those whothink thisisthecase, | will refer to a
guot by oneof theforefathers of everlasting torment to showthat it is simply false tha
thebdief in everlasting torment was taken as Gogd by almog every Christian.

St. Augusine (354-430A.D.) speaks of those who do not beieve in everlasting
punishment, OThere are very many in our day, who though not denying the Holy
Scriptures, do not believe in endless torments.O



The Absence of Proof in the Biblefor Eternal Punishment in
Hell

OThere are thousands and thousands and thousands of wordsin the Old Testament
Scriptures, so why isn@ there one word warning us that unrepentant wicked people will
be sentenced to an eternity of torturein real fire? Why? The booksof Genesis, Exodus,
L eviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy have 186 combined chapters. So why couldn®at

lead one of these 186 chapters contain at leag one verse which warns of the horrible
eternal torture for mog of the human race?OR.L.

| would sugpect tha mog Christianstoday accepted theidea of eternd torment at the
same time they became a Christian, for mog it is part of the Christian package. Thefact
tha eternd congioustorment is the current orthodox teaching in the Church is more than
enoughevidence for mog Christiansto trug tha thisdodrineis from God. Theproblem
with smply truging current day orthodoxy is thefact tha throughouthistory the
traditiond or majority viewpoint has been wrongat many important jundures.
Throughoutthe history of the Christian Church what was once orthodoxwould later
change despite thefact tha many of these traditionshad been in place for over a
thousnd years.?> Thebest example in regardsto the dange's of always truging the
current tradition or orthodoxview isfoundin thelife of Jesus When Jesusbegan his
preaching he spokeof thingstha were not traditiond, yet Christianstrug tha hewas
correct in histeaching despite the fact that hewas in theminority. Infact, if people only
went by the established tradition of ther times, there would notbe any Christianstoday
as Christianity did notexist when Jesus came onto the scene

As| have examined theevidence for thedodrineof eternd punishmentit appearsto me
that there isreasonable doubttha this dodrine has originated with God. Rather, this
dodrine seems to have much to do with theinfluence of convets to Christianity from
other religionsand fromthetrandation of the New Testament from Greek to Latin. In
this pgoer | will putforth some highlights from the Bible tha will cast seriousdoubtasto
thebiblical foundaionfor eternd torment, those who want to do further research into this
topic will find more of thesame. | will also detail some of thelogical fallacies of this
dodrine and| will look at some aspects of Church history tha when combined with the
other areas | explore will all work together to cast doubton the Godliness of eternd
congioustorment.

¥ In mog of theEnglish Bible trandationstoday (asidefromthe KJV) theword
(HellOis not foundonce in the Old Testament, nor is the concept of an everlasting
torment. Itisimportant to remember that the Old Testament makes up about75%
of theentire Bible, and therefore the absence of eternd torture in 75%of the

2 Compare and contrast the first teachings of the Church with the Protestant Reformers over a thousand
years later. Huge doctrines such as infant baptism, faith versus faith and works, the nature of communion,
who could read the Bible, and the institution of the Pope are all items that most Protestants today differ
with the first teachings of the Church.



Christian Scriptures should be enoughto give someonepause. In addition, one
can quickly look at some of the major judgrnrents in the Old Testament starting
with Adam and Eve and there will not beonemention from God of an everlasting
torment in Hell for anyone Would it not seem appropriate wereit truefor Godto
let Adam and Eve know of theeternd consequences of thar decision either
before or after they committed thefirst sin? Had they known before hand abouta
potential eternd punishment then maybethey would not have madethe choice
that they did, or had they at |east been informed afterward as to thetrue naure of
thar punishment think of al the people Adam could have warned in the
remaining 900 plusyears of hislifel Think for aminute of al thethingstha
Moses speaks of in the Old Testament, yet not onae does he utter areference to an
everlasting punishment in Hell. Dr. Thayer, a Christian scholar fromthe 18006
has this to say with regard to MosesOsilence on the concept of Hell,

"|sit posible to imagine a more conclusive proof against the divine origin of the
dodrine? If he (Moses) had bdieved it to be of God, if he had bdieved in endless
torments asthe doomof the wicked after death, and had received thisasa
revelation from heaven, could he have passed it over in silence? Would he have
dared to conceal it, or treat so terrible a subject with such marked contempt? And
what motive could he have had for doing this? | cannot conceive of a more striking
evidence of the fact that the dodrineis not of God. He knew whence the monstrous
dogma came, and he had seen enough of Egypt already, and would have no more
of her cruel supertitions; and so he cads this out, with her aboninableidolatries,
asfalse and unclean things™"

¥

In every English trandation of the Bible theword Hell isfoundin the New
Testament fromonly Oto 22times! To putthisin perspective, there are fewer
mentionsof theterm Hell than thenumber of books that make up the New
Testament (0 to 22 versus27). Thisfact is quite remarkable if indead Hell does
denote theeventud eternd damnaionfor themajority of mankind.

The English word Hell in the New Testament has been trandated from three
different Greek wordswhich have three different meaningsand not oneof the
three Greek wordstrandated to Hell denotes an everlasting punishment in burning
flames. Thefallacy of trandating three different wordsto the oneword Hell
cannotbeundestated. It would appear tha the trandators were thinking about
dodrinefirst, and accuracy second. Furthermore, the Greek word Gehennawhich
istrandated mog frequently into the English Hell in the New Testamentis an
actud location in Jerusalem that was referenced in the Old TestamentN anyone
reading this can take aplanerideand visit this place!l Gehennaused to bea
garbage dunp where children were at onetime sacrificed and then later dead
bodies fromthegenera popuktionwere putthere, butnowit isapark and agan
anyonereading this can physcaly visit Gehenna

| would encourage everyoneto go throughthe bodk of Acts agan for thefirst
time, and see for yourself that there is notonecornversionto Christianity done



unde thethresat of eternd torture. 1t would seem likely that the Apogles who
walked with Jesusand were not hampered by traditionsor bad trandationswould
becloser to the actud teachingsthan anyonewho would come after them. With
thisin mind, it does call into question the accuracy of current day evangdism that
focuses greatly onthefear of eternd torment because this messageisin stark
contrast to wha we findin the bookof Acts.

¥ All of theabovefacts are summed up nicely by the Christian scholar noted earlier,
and in my estimation will putan exclamation point on thelast few paragraphs

"The Savior and James are the only personsin all the New Testament who use the
word. (Gehenna) John the Baptst, who preached to the mog wicked of men did not
use it once. Paul wrote fourteen epistles and yet never once mentionsit. Peter does
not nameit, nor Jude and John, who wrote the gospd, three epistles, and the Book
of Revelations, never employsit in a singleinstance. Now if Gehenna or Hell really
revealsthe terrible fact of endless woe, how can we account for this strange
slence? Howisit possible, if they knew its meaning and bdieved it a part of
Christ'steaching that they should not have used it a hundred or a thousand times,
instead of never using it at all; especially when we consider the infinite interests
involved? The Book of Acts containsthe record of the apogolic preaching, and the
history of thefirst planting of the church among the Jews and Gentiles, and
embraces a period of thirty years fromthe ascension of Chrigt. In all this history, in
all this preaching of the disciples and aposles of Jesusthere isno mention of
Gehenna. In thirty years of missionary effort these men of God, addressing people
of all characters and nations never under any circumstances threaten them with
the torments of Gehenna or alludeto it in the most distant manner! In the face of
such a fact asthis can any man bdieve that Gehenna signifies endless punishment
and that thisis part of divine revelation, a part of the Gogpd messageto the world?
These considerations show howimpossibleit isto establish the dodrinein review
on the word Gehenna. All the facts are against the suppostion that the term was
used by Christ or hisdisciplesin the sense of endless punishment. There isnot the
lead hint of any such meaning attached to it, nor the dightest preparatory notice
that any such new revelation wasto belooked for in this old familiar word."

At this point | have shown tha in many key areas the Bible does not teach eternd
congioustorment, so thequestioniswhere in theBible does tradition find evidence for
thisdodrine? Below | will highlight afew of the proof texts tha mos use in an attempt
to prove eternd torment, and the same problems that are foundin thetexts bdow can be
foundin thefew other passagestha are used as evidence for eterna torment.

With all of the proof textsin theNew Testament for eternd tortureit is appaent tha in
the sayingsof Jesuswhere people claim tha heteaches eternd torment it iseither a
paable orin clearly figurative language Even thase who bdievein eternd torture do not
bdieve entirely in theliteral teachingsof thetext where they find this dodrine except of
course for thepart tha they think is denoting an eternd torture. For example, in Mark
9:42-48 Jesus says, OF your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it isbetter for you



to enter life maimed than to havetwo hands and goto Hell (Gehenna), to
unquenchablefire. And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it offE. it is better
for youto enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to havetwo eyes and to be
thrown into hell, (Gehenna) where theworm never dies, and thefireis never
quenched.O Do people literally think tha Jesusbeieves ahand or afootisthetrue cause
of someone@sin? Thiswould bestrangeas Jesusis the onewho said even alusful
thoughtwould conditute asin. Additiondly, for those who use this text as proof tha
Jesus literally teaches abouteverlasting torment, | smply ask if you have cut off your
hand or cut off your foot, or plucked outyour eye thelast time oneof these bodyparts
caused youto sin? | pesondly have met many Christianswho bdievein eternd
congioustorment yet not oneof them has pesondly removed an arm, leg, or eye,
despite thefact that they freely admit to sinning every day. Isit intellectudly honest to
say everything leading up to the end of ateachingisfigurative, yet at thevery end the
passageisliteral? Isthere any pause or cluefrom Jesus tha would allow for this
interpretation?

Another of many examples like theoneabovecan befoundin the book of Matthew
chapter 5:22. Jesussays, Olsay to you if you are angry with a brother or sister, you
will beliabletojudgment, and if you insult a brother or sister, you will beliableto
the council; and if you say, OYou fool,Oyou will be liableto the hell (Gehenna) of
fire.O Those who bdievein eternd constioustorment will use this verse as another
proof of thedodrine Agan though,these same people will nottake thewhole passage
asbangliteral, only thelast part aboutthefire of Gehenna. For starters, where does
Jesus say alack of bdief iswha causes someonebe subjected to Hell? Another reason
for thisnonlitera undestanding of this teaching isthe fact that Jesushimself usesthe
term GoolOin Matthew 23:17, and Paul calls many GoolsOin Galatians3:1. | douk
thoe who bdievein theliteralness of this passage a so bdieve tha Jesusand Paul are
destined for an eternity in Hell. Isit really fair then to say tha everythingin this teaching
by Jesusshould betaken figuratively except thelast part about Gehenne?

Matthew 2546 isafavorite proof text of thoee who bdieve in eternd torment. This
verse says, OThen they will go away to eter nal punishment, but the righteous to
eternal life.O For the purposes of looking at this text | will putasidethe arguments that
show how the Greek word that was trandated for eternd did not always denote atime
frame of eternd, butl would recommend for thoee who want to gofarther to lookinto
this aspect. However, even if we take this verse at face value we can obsrve many
problems with taking this verse as meaning eternd torture. For starters, this teaching
when looked at from thebeginning startingin verse 31isclearly aparable, and as such it
is chdlenging to take this teaching as being completely literal.

Additiondly, what does Jesus say earlier in theteaching as to why someonereceived
eternd punishment? He says Oltell you thetruth, whatever you did not do for one of
the leag of these you did not do for me.O So according to Jesus not doing gooddeeds
for theleast will warrant eternd punishment. Thos who bdievein eternd torment and
find prod of it in this teaching do not however bdieve tha gooddeeds have anything to
dowith ganingeternd life, rather it isall aboutfaith. How isit reasonéble to say tha



Jesusis literaly warning aboutan eternd torture, but heis notbengliteral in explaining
exactly howto avoid eternd punishment because for mog Christianssalvationis based
onfaith and not gooddeeds?

Even thoughl think | have shown thelogical inconsistendesin this text as beng onetha
teaches eternd torment, there is oneother key point. Even if we accept everything as
beingliteral andteaching of an eternd punishment, this still does not mean tha it hasto
beeternd constioustorture. Eternd punishment can easily mean beng annihilated upon
desth and ceasing to exist, thuslogng out ontheglories of Heaven. This annihilation
would last forever, as would beng absent from theinfinite pleasures of Heaven, thereby
equding an eternd punishment. So, even if this teachingistaken to beliteral inits
entirety, it still does not condusvely show tha Jesusis warning abouteternd congious
torture.

Thelast text we will look at is probably thefavorite of those who teach the dodrine of
eternd consioustorment as they find each element of thedodrinein this paable. Luke
16:19-28 reads OThere wasa rich man who wasdressed in purple and finelinen and
lived in luxury every day. At hisgate waslaid a beggar named Lazarus, covered
with sores and longing to eat what fell from therich man@table. Even thedogs
came and licked hissores. Thetime came when the beggar died and the angds
carried him to Abraham@side. Therich man also died and wasburied. In Hell
(Hades), where he wasin torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with
Lazarusby hisside. So he called to him, &ather Abraham, have pity on me and
send Lazarusto dip thetip of hisfinger in water and cool my tongue, because | am
in agory in thisfire.O

OBRut Abraham replied, Gon, remember that in your lifetime you received your good
things while Lazarusreceived bad things but now heiscomforted here and you are
in agory. And besidesall this, between usand you a great chasm hasbeen fixed, so
that those who want to gofrom here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from
thereto us.OHe answered, Then | beg you, father, send Lazarusto my father@
house, for | havefive brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come
to this place of torment.O Abraham replied, (They have M oses and the Prophets; let
them listen to them.O o, father Abraham,Che said, ®ut if someone from the dead
goesto them, they will repent. OOHe said to him, @f they do not listen to Moses and
the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.@®

There are anumbe of problemsin usngthis teaching as aliteral example of eternd
congioustorment, unfortunaely that does not stop many from usng thistext as prodf of
thisdodrine If thisteachingislitera then we would aso have to condudetha the
manne in which oneisto avoid eterna punishment is to Oreceive bad thingsOin our
present life smilar to Lazarus. |sthere even onemention of any type of faith, or good
deedsby Lazarus? Isthere any mention of unbdief onthepart of therich man that
would warrant eternd punishment?
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Theorthodoxteaching of eternd torment says tha onee someoneisin Heaven this person
will never have adesire to leave, and certainly a person would never want to cross over
from Heaven to Hell evenif loved ones are there. If thisisthe case, then howdo those
who bdieve in eternd torture recondle thepart of this teaching that says, O that those
who want to gofrom here to you cannot?O If this teaching is taken literally then we
would aso have to condudetha there will be people in Heaven who desire to bein Hell,
otherwise the passage would have read, Oarl no one will ever want to leavethe
pleasures of Heaven and go where you are, but a great chasm hasbeen fixed so you
cannot crossover from your dwelling to ours.O

Y et another problem for those who want to take this passage literally isthefact that at the
end of the parable Abraham says, Qf they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets,
they will not be convinced even if someone risesfrom the dead.O Let@ nat forget who
istelling this parable, it is Jesushimself before hehas been Cruafied and Resurrected. |If
thewordsof Moses and the Prophés are sufficient for avoiding eternd punishment, and
if someonerising fromthedead will not make any difference, then why theneed for the
Crudfixion and the Resurrection?

Lastly, it has been the common teaching of Christian leaders tha once people are sent to
thar eternd punishment in Hell they are then turned over to ther pure sinful naure, and
tha Godistotaly absent fromthis awful place. Thiswould mean that no attributes of
God will bepresentin hdl; this terrible dwelling will only congst of the sinful nature of
itsinhabitants. With this bengthecase, howisit then tha therich man in themids of
his eternd torture would beg Abraham to send a messenge to his family to warn them of
Ohisplace of torment® Therich man does not ask for himself to betaken away from
his agony, but he asks Abraham not onae but twice to send hdp to hisfamily. Thisis
withoutquestion an act of selflessloveonthepart of therich man. How can this be
thoughif this messageis onethat isliterally abouteternd conioustorment? How can
loveexist in Hell if Godistotally removed and only the sinful naure of theLog arethe
occupants of thiswretched domain?

It would appear to me that those who take a part of JesusCteachingsas figurative and
another pat of thesame teachingsas literal are simply trying to make thetext fit into a
preconaeived dodrineas oppo®d to letting thetext speak foritself. At aminimum
reasonable people should strive to be congstent in how they evaluate the Scriptures.
Withoutcongstency how can people have any credibility when sharing thar bdiefson
what they think the Bible teaches?
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The Fruit of the Dodrine of Everlasting Punishment in Hell

Ownhat blisswill fill the ransomed souls, when they in glory dwell, to see the sinner as
herolls, in quenchless flames of Hell.O | saacWatts

Jesus speaksin the New Testament of evaluaingif something is from God by looking at
whether or notit bears goodor bad fruit. When looking at thefruit asit relates to the
dodrine of everlasting punishment in Hell the question before usis; what has thefruit of
thisdodrinebome? | would arguethat this dodrine has lead to themurder of thousands
that were called heretics by fellow Christians thousandsof women were bumed at the
stake for being labded witches, and thousndsof others who bdieved in religionsother
than Christianity were forced to convet or die. Some might object at my placing the
blame of these horrible acts at thefoot of the dodrine of everlasting punshment,
however the words of those who lit theflames, or drew the sword make my argument for
me. From Augugineto Calvin the main reason that Christiansused to jugify thekilling
of heretics and witches was thefact that they saw these people as worse than murders
whommerely killed thebody, where as heretics killed the soul. Besides, if God was
goingto eventudly bum these heretics for al of eternity, then why notfollow Hislead
and punish these people now before they hdp send othersto adestiny of eternd
punishment? If those in Church history whomtaught eternd torment had truth on ther
side, why did they also need to use swords and flames to provethear point? | will
condudethis paragraph with thewords of John Calvin himself who can testify to why he
bdieved it necessary to kill heretics,

OThe mockers who would suffer all false dodrinesEar e not only traitors to God but
enemies of thehuman race. They would bring poor souls to perdition and ruin, and
areworse than murderers.&

In additionto its historical bad fruits, the dodrineof everlasting punishment also takes
away the ability for the Gogpd messageto bring hopeand compassion to the mgjority of
mankind. For example, aco-worker of minelearned afew weeks back that the 17 year
old son (an unbdiever) of her best friend committed suicide | donothave children so |
can only imagine how awful it would be for a mother to endure the misery of her son
committing suicide. Now, |et@ say for example a Christian who bdievesin an eternd
torment for nonbéievers goes over to this mother® hous to offer her comfort and hope
If this Christian is congstent with his theology hemight say, O/s bad asthe pain your
son felt when killing himself it palesin comparison to the pain that heisnowfeeling

% Asaside note, it is odd that the theologian who most famously espoused the glories of pre-destination and
the certainty of total depravity would at the same time put forth the notion that someone other than God
could help bring poor souls to perdition and ruin, and are worse than murders.O Calvin believed the
heretic to be worse than a murder for helping bring a soul to ruin, which makes me wonder how he
reconciled this with his belief that God not only helped people to an eternal punishment but pre-destined
them to everlasting torture before the beginning of time. Would this not make God worse than both a
murderer and a heretic?
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and will continueto feel for an eternity in Hell.O The Christian could then say,
OFowever, you have hope you can awid the Hell that your son is going through by
accepting Jesus into your life and having a personal and loving relationship with him.O
In this example, whé is themother to do based onthe hopeltha the Christian has told
her about? The mothe can save herself, butby daing so shewould then live therest of
her lifein what | would consgder aHell on earth by being consumed each day by the
thoughtof her son being constioudy tortured for al eternity. Furthermore, the mother
might aso endure years of guilt for notbecominga Christian earlier in life when she
could have hdped lead her sonto asimilar bdief and thusenabled him to avoid the perils
of Hell. Think aboutit closly, has this mother truly received GGood NewsOfrom the
Christian, or has the mother received even worse news than tha of her sonkilling
himself?

Some mightolject at my example aboveand say tha a Christian who bdieved in the
dodrineof eternd torture would never speak tha calloudy to the mother. Whilel do
bdieve thisto betrug, it does notchangethefact tha thereality of one@ bdlief is still the
reality of one@ bdief whether it is spoken or not Besides, what doesit say abouta
person@bdiefsif hecannotbe upfront aboutthem?

Onething tha | do not think mog people do when they hold to the dodrine of eternd
torture is ponde thedark redlity of thisdodrine If eternd tortureis truethen countess
modean day and historical heroes of mankind are now being conscioudy tortured for all
eternity. If eternd tortureistruethen great historical figuresthat did much for humanity
such as Thomes Jefferson, Helen Keller, Gandhi, Eingein, AnneFrank*, and many others
are now being eterndly tortured in the pits of Hell.

Think for amoment aboutthe thousandsof youngunbdieving soldiers throughoutour
naion® history who have freely given their life to defend the freedoms tha we now
enjoy, induding our freedomof religion. Shoud endlesstorture betrue, thousndsof
brave soldiers who suffered a selfless and panful deasth onthe batlefield were
immediately condemned to a sentence of eternd torture that is carried out by the God of
theuniverse. Spend some time reflecting on arecent event in our naion@ history, the
hanousterrorist actson 9/11. If God@ plan doesindudeeternd torture then sadly the
unbdieving fire and policemen who gave ther lives to save those who could not save
themselves were then greeted uponther brave and courageousdesth with an eternity of
punishment far worse than any human terrorist coud devise,

| recognize that many will easily dismiss my last few arguments because of the orthodoxy
of everlasting torment and thefact that mos people who become Christians accept this
dodrineas bang an integral pat of thar faith at the time of thar conve'sion. When faced
with toughexamples like the ones abovemany Christianswill ask thar spiritud leaders

* At 16 years of age Anne Frank died from Typhusin aNazi Concentration Camp. The diary she wrote has
been an inspiration to millions throughout the entire world. How can otherwise reasonable people believe
that any good can come from having Anne Frank spend all of eternity being consciously tortured in Hell?
Does the torturing of Anne Frank bring Glory to God? If Hitler is evil for what he did to Anne Frank, what
then of aGod who inflicts infinitely more pain on His enemies?
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for anawversin an effort to make sense of adak doctrinethat therationd heart and mind
naurally reects. TheChristianswho are asking their leaders aboutthe morality of this
dodrinewill then rely ontheexplanaionsof complicated theological theories of how
God can till bealoving and jug God while implementing everlasting torture onthe
majority of mankind. Complicated theories as to how God®justice would demand
eternd torture, or ideas of how God® hdiness would require eterna damnaion only
serve to reassure those who feel obligated to hdd onto abdief in eternd torture.
Theological theories do not hdp to conle themother and father of afallen soldier, or
therelatives who are left when aloved oneisthevictim of aterrible crime. 1 will end
this section with some quotes from themos prominent adheents of thedodrine of
everlasting torture. For those who bdieve in the Godliness of this dodrinethese are your
companionsin this bdief, and | will leaveit upto all readersto decideif these quotkes
bring reassurance and hopeof aloving and merciful God.”

TERTULLIAN

What a spectacle, when the world and its many products, shall be consumedin one grea
flame! How vast a spectacle then bursts upon the eye! What there excitesmy admiration?
What my derision? Which sight givesmejoy?... as| see.. illustrious monarchs... groaning in
the lowed darkness, Philosophers as fire consumesthem! Poets tremHing before the
judgment-seat of Christ! | shall hear the tragedans, louder-voicedin their own calamity; view
play-actorsin the dissolving flame; behdd wredlers, not in their gymnasia, but tossing in the
fiery billows.. What inquisitor or prieg in his munificence will begow on you the favor of
seeing and exulting in such things asthese? Yet even now wein a measure have themby faith
in the picturings of imagination. [De Spectaculis, Chapter XX X]

THOMAS AQUINAS

I'n order that the happiness of the saints may be more delightful to them and that they may
render more copious thanks to God for it, theyare allowedto see perfectly the suff erings of the
damned Sothat they may be urgedthe moreto praise God. Thesaintsin heaven know
distinctly all that happensto the damned [SummaThedogica]

ST. ANTHONY MARY CLARET

Once[a soul] is condemnedby God, then God's friends agreein God's judgment and
condemnation. For all eternity theywill not have a kind thought for thiswretch. Rather they
will be satisfiedto seehim in the flames as a victim of God'sjusticeE They will abhor him. A
mother will look from paradise upon her own condemned son without being moved as though
she had neverknown him. ["ThePainsof Hell," Ignatian Spiritua Exercises,]

JONATHAN EDWARDS

The sight of hell tormentswill exalt the happiness of the saints forever. Can the believing
father in Heaven be happy with his unbelieving childrenin Hell? | tell you, yed Such will be
his sense of justicethat it will increase rather than diminish hisbliss.

["The Eternity of Hell Torments' (Sermon), April 1739& Discourses on Various
Important Subjects, 1738]

® Aninteresting exerciseis to try and square the true implications of eternal torture with many of the songs
that are sung throughout the Christian Church. Hereisone to start with, Qloy to theworld the Lord has
come, let all creation sing.O How can these words have meaning if eternal torture for most of theworld is
true?
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|sthe Punishment of Eternal Torture Just?

OWhen all hasbeen considered, it seems to meto bethe irresistible intuition that
infinite punishment for finite sin would be unjust, and therefore wrong. We fedl that
even weak and erring Man would shrink from such an act. And we cannot conceive of
God asacting on a lower standard of right and wrong.O
- Lewis Carroll (author of Alicein Wonderland), " Eternal Punishment,” Diversions
and Digressions of Lewis Carroll

In the United States a person who commits acrimeis usudly given little or nojail timeif
the court findstha theguilty party did not realize wha he did waswrong For example,
if aseverely mentally chdlenged person commits a crime, and the court determines tha
theaccused did not know that he was doing anything wrong then a sentence to a hogital
would be morelikely than jail time. Reasonéble people undestand tha to punish with
severity thoee who do notknow tha they did something wrongis unjus. When we look
to Jesus, hesays of those who naled Him to the Cross, OFather, forgive them, for they
do not know what they are doing.O It only takes a glance at theworld as awholeto
realize that mos people who are not Christians O not know what they are doing.O
For mog of theworld it would bealuxury to have thetime, health, eduction, and
resources to even think about theological issues, and those who bdieve in eternd torture
would do well to remember thisfact.

It issaid tha thejud punishment for a crime should be sufficient with thedamage tha
the offender causes thevictim. For example, when a police officer@ life isbeng
threatened he can use deadly force to protect himself and will not becharged with a
crime. Thepdice officer@ action when his lifeis threatened is called judtifiable force.
However, if apolice officer were to shootand kill an innoent and defenseless infant
because the baby spit up on him, then the officer would be charged with murder as his
actionwas not judifiable dueto thefact tha the baby did not pose any threat nor cause
any tangible harm to theofficer. If thepdice officer is convicted of the murder chargehe
will face alongjail sentence or desth dueto the damage he caused to a human life, and
also for therisk tha he posesto sodety.

Reasonable people will agree with these examples of the police officer, he certainly was
judified in thefirst example, butin the second example theinfant did not represent any
threat or cause any tangible harm and thusthepolice officer wasnot judified in killing
thebaby. How can it bethen tha so many otherwise reasonable people would think that
amere human could cause damageto an al powerful God that would then require the all
powerful Godto ingitute an eternity of torture as a jus punishment? Is God so
vulnerable that a starving child who has never heard of Him needsto betortured for all
eternity uponhis youngdesth? Is God@glory affected by the Native American who has
never heard of a person named Jesustha after his death he needsto betortured forever?
|s God@®@ holiness truly lessoned by the millions of people who simply do not find
credible or undestandable evidence for His specific identity that hewould then need to
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torture these people endlessly? If eternd conscioustormentistrue it would appear that
theanswver to each of these questionsis a GresQ and this does more damage to God®
power, glory, and holiness than anything a mere human could ever do.®

® Possibly due to human pride in wanting to believe we are more powerful than we are, many elevate the
offensiveness of unbelief to alevel of causing tangible damage to God(® character. However, thereis abig
difference between being offensive and actually causing tangible harm. In acivilized society it is
justifiable to punish a person who has caused specific damage to someone, not for merely being offensive.
Since God cannot be damaged by any human, then we must conclude that humans can only be offensive
towards him, which then brings into question the morality of eternal torture being ajust punishment.
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Church History and the Dodrine of Everlaging Punishment

OThere arein fact so many strong Biblical, dodrinal, and logical arguments against
the existence of a literal hell that this question naturally arises: Why do the churches
teach it and why do people often bdieveit?... The churchestend to bdieve that fear,
rather than love conquers all.O
- Robert Short, Methodist clergyman, U.S. Catholic, April 1980

It mug besaid tha if eternd torture was taughtby Jesus and his disciplesthen it is
curiousthat it took over 500years from JesusOresurrection, and over 200years fromthe
first Church coundlsfor thisto bea part of Christian orthodoxy! The questionsbecome:
did JesusOor the disciplesCteaching somehow changein this longtime period, or did the
make-up of the New Testament change? Moreover, were there influences from other
religionsthat affected the eventud teaching with regard to thedodrine of everlasting
torment? History actudly answvers these questionsfor us as we know Jesusdid not
changebut his teachingswent from the written Greek to Latin which had adramatic
effect onthewordsin the New Testament. Wha then should we make of theideathat
other religionshad an affect on theformation of Christian dodrine?

To subdantiate theidea of outsideinfluences affecting Christian dodrineit will beworth
taking some time to explore the early Church more closely, and the questions we will ask
are: Weretheearly Church fathers still steeped in prior bdiefsfromthear past
involvement in Pagan religions how did the Church fathers who bedieved in eternd
congioustorment interpret the scriptures, and lastly were theleaders of the Church well
versed in the Greek languagetha the New Testament was written in? To condense our
research into these questionswe will explore how the Church father St. Augugine
answerstheseinquiries. By examiningthe bdiefs of Augudineno onecan clam that a
weak thinker of the Christian faith has been propped up only to beeasily putdown. In
fact, of Auguginethe Catholic Church says heis a O%int, Doctor of the Church; a
philosophical and theological genius of thefirst order, dominating, like a pyramid,
antiquity and the succeeding agesE. .Compared with the great philosophers of past
centuries and modern times, heisthe equal of them all; among theologians heis
undoubtedly thefirst.O

St. Augugine (354-430)was raised by a Catholic mother and a Pagan father and he
himself was a devout Pagan in the Manicheans persuasion untl his early thirties when he
then convated to Christianity. Asto our first question of whether or not Augugine
continued to hold to some Pagan beiefs while a Christian the answer from Augugine®
own writingsis aresoundng yes. For reference, unless otherwise noted all quotes from

"1t is also worth pointing out that not only did it take over 500 years from Christ@ death to make
everlasting torment an orthodox teaching but it also took the threats of Emperor Justinian to finally make
this doctrine a central part of the Church. Additionally, Emperor Justinian is regarded as one of the most
treacherous on record, which makes it al the more unfortunate that in early Church history the Emperor
had final say on Church doctrine.
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Augusginecan befoundin hisfamousbookthe City of God. To start off our examination
of Augugine@ bdiefs, andto quench any notion that some might have that there were not
numerousPagan religionsbefore Christianity which taughterroneoudy and sometimes
deceitfully aboutan eternd torture, we will turn to Augugine for guidance on this topic.
In commenting onthebdief of eternd torturein religionsthat predate Christianity, and
some of thereasonsthey putforth theidea of an eterna torment Augusine says, OThis
seemsto havebeen done on no other account, but asit wasthe business of princes,
out of their wisdom and civil prudence, to deceive the peoplein their religion;
princes, under the name of religion, persuaded the peopleto believe those things
true, which they themselves knew to beidlefables; by thismeans, for their own ease
in gove nment, tying them the more closgly to civil sodety.O Itisclear from
Augusine@ own wordstha other religionsbefore Christianity indodrinated their
followers with theidea of an eternd torment as punishment from God, and it seems tha
Auguginefoundthereto be goodpractical reasonsfor theleaders of these religionsto
propayate afalse idea of eternd torture.

Auguginewas a staundh bdiever in the Pagan ideas of magic and magicians, althoughhe
attributed the magical powers of men to devils working insgde of them. When Augugine
speaks of an inextinguishable lamp hetells ushow those who have magical powers come
to posses them, OFor to this (inextinguishable lamp) we add a hog of marvels
wrought by man, or magic, that is, by man under the influence of devils, or by the
devilsdirectly, for such marvels we cannot deny without impugning the truth of the
sacred Scriptureswe believeE. The devils cunningly seduce men and make a few of
them their disciples, who then instruct othersE. Hence the origin of magic and
magicians.O Obvioudy Augugine bdieved in witcharaft and that devils are the cause of
it, so | suppo® it should not surprise ustha throughout Church history Catholics and
Protestants alike have taken Augudine@ teaching to heart and killed hundeds of
thousndsof suppogd witches.

Auguginealso bdieved tha all diseases tha afflict Christiansare thework of demons
He says, OAl diseases of Christians are to be ascribed to these demons; chiefly do
they torment fresh-baptized Christians, yea, even the guiltless new-born infant.O
How serioudy would reasonable people take a pason today if he prodaimed tha demons
are the cause of all diseases for Christians?

Thefollowingisalonglist of marvelsthat Auguginetells his Pagan opponets that exist
in thisworld, and therefore they should not question the ability for humean bodiesto be
tortured in flames for al eternity withoutperishing. OThe following are some of the
marvelsmen tell us: -- The salt of Agrigentum in Sicily, when thrown into thefire,
becomesfluid asif it werein water, but in the water it cracklesasif it werein the
fire. The Garamantaehavea fountain so cold by day that no one can drink it, so hot
by night no one can touch it. In Epirus, too, thereisa fountain which, likeall others,
guencheslighted torches, but, unlike all others, lights quenched torches. Thereisa
stone found in Arcadia, and called asestos because once lit it cannot be put out.
Thewood of a certain kind of Egyptian fig-tree sinksin water, and does not float
like other wood; and, stranger still, when it hasbeen sunk to the bottom for some
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time, it risesagain to the surface, though naturerequiresthat when soaked in water
it should be heavier than ever. Then there are the apples of Sodom which grow
indeed to an appearance of ripeness, but, when you touch them with hand or tooth,
the peal cracks, and they crumble into dust and ashes. The Persian stone pyrites
burnsthe hand when it istightly held in it and so gesitsname from fire. In Persia
too,thereisfound another stone called selenite, becauseitsinterior brilliancy waxes
and wanes with the moon. Then in Cappadoda the mares are impregnated by the
wind, and their foaslive only threeyears. Tilon, an Indianisland, hasthis
advantageover all other lands, that no tree which growsin it ever losssitsfoliage®’

Lastly, onour question of Pagan influence over Augudine we can lookto him in settling
the ageold question of OWrether angds, inasmuch asthey are spirits, could have
bodily inter cour se with women?0 Augusine concludes that angds can and do have
intercourse with women, Omany proven instances, that Sylvans and Fauns, who are
commonly called @ncubiChad often made wicked assaults upon women, and
satisfied their lustsupon them: and that certain devils, called Duses by the Gauls,
are constantly attempting and effecting thisimpurity.O

So what isthepoint of goingthroughall these different ideas and quotes from St.
Augusine? Thepoint of going throughAugusine® own wordsis to show tha while a
committed Christian he still hdd to many of his Pagan thoughs, and | would propo that
it would notbea stretch for him to have adopted and broughtto Christianity abdief in
theeternd punishment of thewicked which was at this time prevalent in many Pagan
religions Even Auguginehimself as| showed earlier said that prior religiousleaders
demondrated wisdomand civil prudence in prodaiming afalse dodrine of eternd
torment. Additiondly, based onthe burden of proof that Auguginerequired to bdievein
thingssuch as demon indueed magic, demonsbeng the source of Christian diseases,
mares being impregnaed by thewind, and angles having sex with women, it would
appear to me that Augusine@ bdief in eternd torment was quite plausble in comparison
to his other convictions At thevery least, because of Augusine® continued bdiefs of
Pagan mythsit does not give onemuch confidence in his abilities to discern thetrue
message of God asit pertainsto the eventud destinaion of mankind.

Moving onto our second question lets take a quick sngpshot of how Augugine has
interpreted Scripture and applied it to hislife. Augudinebdieved that the Bible teaches
Christiansto compd by force if necessary those who do notbdieve as Christiansdo.
Augugineinterprets the story of Paul® convasion as beng an example from Jesusthat
sometimes it takes phydcal coercionto bring someoneinto thefold. Augugine says,
OBut we have shown that Paul wascompelled by Christ; therefore the Church, in
trying to compel the Donatists, isfollowing the example of her LordE. Wher efore, if
the power (of the sword) which the Church hasreceived by divine appointment in
its due season, through thereligious characer and faith of Kings betheinstrument
by which those who arefound in the highwaysand hedges-that is, in heresies and

8 Not surprising is the fact that fables like the ones Augustine and many othersiin this time period believed
in suddenly stop occurring at the same time that the ability for others to verify these stories begin.
Somehow | do not think thisto be a coincidence.
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schisms-are compelled to come in, then let them not find fault because they are
compelledEOQ Augusineasks rhetorically, OWhat then isthe function of brotherly
love? Doesit, becauseit fearsthe short-lived fires of the furnacefor afew, therefore
abandon all to the eternal fires of hell20 OWty, therefore, should not the Church
useforcein compelling her log sonstoreturn, if thelog sons compelled othersto
their destruction (eternal death)?0

With the mindset of Auguginewho bdieved tha he had the backing and example from
the AlImighty and moving onto Popes and Protestant leadersit is nat surprising that
history is littered with vast numbe's of atrodties that were broughton by Christianswho
beieved it was their duty to physcally compd othersto conform. With Augugine®
continued bdiefs of Pagan myths, and his distortion of JesusOexample to others, it is
becoming obvioustha onewould bewise to approach Augugine® teachingswith
extreme caution.

One of thepantstha | have madeistha thebdief in eternd conioustorment did not
become prevalent untl thetrandation of theoriginal Greek New Testament writingsinto
Latin. When oneexamines the Greek of the New Testament it is evident tha many of the
wordsin theLatin and later English trandationsdo not denote an endless duration in the
origind Greek writings Thisis especially trueof theall important word Gternd Othat is
foundin today@® English Bibles in which theorigind Greek word in many cases did not
denote our word for eternd. Certainly all should agree tha no matter what languayea
given writing is trandated into, once it istrandated it loses some of the purity fromthe
origind writings Additiondly, thetimes of the early Church were very unlike today,
Bibles were scarce, it wasillegd for anon Church official to own one 90%of the
population could notread or write, and as such themasses of Christiansrelied
exclusvely onthdr leadersto propely interpret the Scriptures for them. Therefore, we
would hopetha powerful Church fathers like Auguginetook thetime to studioudy learn
the Greek languaye so tha theteachers of the Scriptures could give people the most
accurate readingsposible.

Continuing to use Augudine as our proxy, wha did hethink of the Greek languayeand
was hewell versed in it? Augusinesays plainly tha he, Ofates GreekO,and the
Ogammar learning of the Greeks.O For centuries many Christian scholars have relied
ontheinterpretationsof Augugdinewhen it comesto the Greek passages tha he says
denote eternd punishment despite thefact that many of thefirst Christianswhose naive
tonguewas Greek disagreed with him. It mightbea surprise to thoee who haverelied on
Augusgine@ interpretationstha he admits he had, Okarned almog nothing of GreekO
and furthermore tha hewas, Orot competent to read and under standQ (The Greek) In
addition, Auguginein al hiswritingsquotes the New Testament fromtheold Latin
verson, theltala fromwhich theVVulgae was formed, and nottheorigind Geek.

It is sad to oberve that with the eternd consequences and infinite interests of all invaved
tha Auguginedid not take thetime to notjus know the Greek language butto master it
to the best of his ability. If the Almighty had ingired the New Testament writers to
dictate the message of His plan in the Greek language then why wouldn®Augugine and
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many other Church fathers feel compelled to immerse themselvesin the Greek languaye?
Wha does it say aboutAugudinetha he Ohates GreekQ thevery languagetha he
bdieves God dictated His message to the world with?

If it isnot clear to everyoneat this point that the Christian Church was influenced by
conve'ts from Pagan religionsand tha this could have impacted the making of eternd
torment as orthodoxlongafter Christ died, then | smply ask these unconvinced people to
ponde where exactly new convets to Christianity were coming from, and then ask
yourself why it is Christiansworship God on GBUNQlay, why do Christians celebrate
JesusObirth on December 25", and why do Christians celebrate JesusCresurrection onthe
paticular Spring daes tha they do? Once again, history answers these questionsfor us
all of theabovedaes for themajor Christian celebrationsare rooted in Pagan traditions
that pre-date Christianity, and these Pagan traditions still influence Christianity today. °

o Despite my critiques of Augustine, | want to say that | do have enormous respect for him and the amount
of time and thought that he put into his faith. One cannot go through Augustine@ momentous work such as
the City of God and not appreciate the time and effort that he put into it, not to mention the depth of
knowledge that he had for other people® beliefs. People would do well in this regard to follow
Augustine@ lead in knowing what others believe and taking the time and effort to disagree with them on
fair grounds.
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Objective Truth

" As soon aswe lose the moral bass, we cease to beréligious. Thereisno such thing as
religion over-riding morality. Man, for instance, cannot be untruthful, cruel or
incontinent and claim to have God on hisside” Mahatma Gandhi

Mog Christiansbdieve in amoral codetha putsforth theidea of there beng objective
truth in theworld. However, in my opinion Christianswho bdievein eternd consious
torment do not have a genuine claim to objective truth. If people want to bdieve in and
hold to anotion tha objective truth exists and can befoundin God, then | do not bdieve
that these people can ssimply rely onthewordsand interpretationsof men that have been
passed down from the beginning of the Church and are echoed today. Wordsget
trandated from onelanguayeto anothe andlose part of thar origind meaning. Words
that mean onethingtoday can mean another thingtomorrow, and people® interpretations
are undoubedly affected by thar environment and ther finite minds However, oljective
truth never changes, what istruly morally righttoday will berightfor all times.
Subijective truth says tha some are abovethelaw, and depending on who commits an act
it could berightor wrong. Objective truth says that might does not make right, and every
act isrightor wrongbecause of theact itself, notwho doesiit.

The Scriptures did not enable davery to be abolished, rather it was abdief in objective
truth and thelives of over 600000 Americansboth saves and soldiers alike that findly
was able to rid our nation of the harrid inditution of Slavery.'® The Scriptures and the
traditionsof the Church did notlead sodety to a place where women@rights and thar
statusin sodety were elevated. Rather, these pogstive changes for women came about
because of objective truth and the leadership of many from outside of the Church. Mog
strikingly isthefact that objective truth and notthe Scriptures is wha enabled Jesusto
stand up to the Pharisees and declare tha the adulterouswoman should notbestoned. If
Jesus only relied onthe Scriptures and thetraditions of the Jewish religion then hewould
have advocated for the adulterouswoman to bekilled.

To sumuptheargument in the area of objective truth it can be said with certainty tha the
human race has learned much since thetimes of Augudine and the other fathers of

eternd conzioustorment. We know the earth is not flat, we know tha thesick are better
off going to amedical dodor as oppogd to an exorcist, we know tha subjecting human
beingsto davery isimmoral, and we knowtha punishing a person with crud and
unusud torture isrepulsive and should never bealowed in acivilized sodety. When we
apply our inareased undestanding of theworld in comparison to Augugine( time we

19 The majority of Christiansin the South believed the institution of slavery to be adoctrine blessed by
God. Many passages from the Bible can and were used to support slavery. A sad historical fact isthat the
largest Protestant denomination in the United States the Southern Baptist Convention was founded on a
desire to hold onto the sound Biblical basisfor slavery. Disappointingly, it took 150 years before the
Southern Baptist Convention issued an apology for its stance on Slavery. What Scriptures one wonders are
the Southern Baptists now using to say slavery iswrong, or would they admit that it is objective truth and
not the Scriptures that proclaims slavery to be immoral ?
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can condudethat atimeless God should bedefined by objective truth as we undestand it
today, nothow people 1,500years ago did. Following up on our previousexamples, and
looking at objective truth as a guide, it mug betrue tha if it is morally wrongfor a
county like the United States to punish theworst criminds with crud torture, then it
would bewrongfor anyoneto punish with crud torture, even God.

Those who hold onto thedodrine of eternd constioustorture can try to claim tha they
have the prope interpretation of Scripture onther sde. They can claim tha they have
tradition and the strength in numbersin thar camp. However, theonethingtha cannot
be claimed by thos who bdievein eternd constioustorment in thenotion of objective
truth, because for these people Godis an entity tha exercises His judgnent in amanne
tha no civilized sodety would recognize as beng moral, and as such ther vision of God
isonetha is shroudal in subjective truth. | would arguetha al thewords
interpretations and traditionsof mere men are nothing if objective truth needsto be
sacrificed, and thisis yet another reason to regject the Godliness of eternd consious
torment.
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CLOSING ARGUMENT

ODb | not destroy my enemies when | makefriends of them?O Abraham Lincoln

After finishing this paper and contemplating some of thefacts tha have been putforth
some will simply reduce the subject of eternd torment to amatter of GaithOand therefore
jugt accept whaever conduson they have been taughtto bdieve. However, | bdieve this
would be amistake as this is a subject tha can bestudied by objectively looking at the
largebody of evidence tha isreadily available. It isimportant to recognize that almos
al aspects of one® GaithOderive from another person@opinion. Assudh, if al wedois
accept dodrines like eternd congioustorment on GaithQ then we are simply accepting
blindly thework of others that mightbeincomplete at best, or spuriousat worst. It takes
faith to bdieve in thingstha can never be seen, but it isignorance combined with
laziness when we bdieve in thingsthat can be studied butingead are put aside and
labded as GaithQ

| am ending this pgper by asking you, thereader, to throw away for amoment al that you
might have been taughtabouteternd punishment in Hell induding thewordsand
traditionsof men, and take thetime to carefully read thefollowing verses fromthe
Gogod of Lukeasif youhad never read them before.

From Luke 6:27-36 Jesus says, OBut | tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do
goodto those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat
youE. .Do to others asyou would have them doto you. |f you love those who love you,
what credit isthat to you? Even sinnerslove those who love them. And if you dogood
to those that are goodto you, what credit is that to you? Even sinnersdo thatE. .But
love your enemies, do goodto them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything
bad. Then your reward will begreat and you will be sons of the Mog High, because
Heiskind to the ungrateful and wicked. Be merciful, just asyour Father is merciful.O

With a clear mind ask yoursdlf if it isreasonable tha God would implore youto love
your enemies, butthen He would not follow his own teaching and ingead harshly punish
His enemies by torturing them for all eternity? Jesussays OHeis kind to the ungrateful
and wickedQ Does any reasonable definition of being &indQto someoneentail
eterndly torturing tha person? In addition to beng kind to theungateful and wicked,
Jesus says, OB merciful, just asyour Father ismerciful.O If Godistruly timeless and
unchangegble, then how would mercy entail eterndly torturing someoneuponhis death?
If Godis merciful and kind to the ungrateful and wicked today, and He is undhangesble,
then how will God not exhibit kindness and mercy to the ungrateful and the wicked for
al of eternity? Lastly, Jesussays, OF you lovethose who loveyou, what credit isthat
toyou? Even sinnerslovethose who lovethem.O Isit reasonale to bdievein a
dodrinesuch as eternd torture in Hell that if truewould by God® own definition have
Him acting in amanne tha issimilar to asinng?

Objective truth tells me tha it would not bereasonable for God to nat practice what he
preaches, andif God calls usto love our enemies then objective truth tells me tha He will
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nottorture His enemies for al eternity. Therefore, despite thetraditionsand words of
men, | can lookfirst to objective truth, and then to all theevidence tha isavailable onthe
subject of eternd torment and state with confidence tha | do not bdieve the case for
eternd punishment in Hell can be proven beyondareasonable doubt and as such | do not
bdieve thisdodrineto befrom God.
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Arguments Christians Useto Support the ldea of an Eternal
Punishment in Hell

OThe further the spiritual evolution of mankind advances, the more certain it seems to
me that the path to genuine religiodty does not lie through the fear of life, and the fear
of death, and blind faith, but through striving after rational knowledgeO
Albert Einstein

For many of youtheevidencetha | laid outin themain body of this pgper will be
enoughfor you to agree with my ideatha there is reasonable proof to doubtthedodrine
of eternd constioustorment. However, some of you will have additiond objections
conaerning theideatha eternd torment does notexist and for these readers | have
addressed some additiond issues beow.

1. Godiscompletely sovereign and isthe creator of the universe and sustainer of all
things and therefore He hasthe divine right to do anything he wants.

Asidefromthefact that a person who does not bdieve in eternd torture could make this
very same argument and use it againg those who believe in eternd torment, there are
additiond problems with thisidea. This argument is the Gnight makes rightOtheory, and
while a supreme ruler of the universe certainly can do whaever He wants, He is however,
limited in Hisactionsif heaso wants to be known as a pefect and sinless God. For
example, God could strike down all two year old babies tomorrow because He does not
likeit when they cry. God has the power and ability to do this, butif He took this kind of
action then He would be guilty of committing murder unde the common definition of
thiscrime.

Those who hold to eternd constioustorment might bdieve in the Sovereignty of God,
butit would appear tha thar vison of God does not opeate unde the guidance of
objective truth, because in thar view whatever God does even if it is murder would still
beagoodact. So, it comesdown to either bdieving in a Godtha iscompletely
Sovereign but does not opeate with objective truth, or bdievingin aGodtha is
completely Sovereign butopeates in amanne tha lines up with objective rights and
wrongs

2. We humans have no way of knowing the extent of how offensive our sin isto God,
therefore who are we to question the severity of His punishment?

Thisisacommon point madeby thoee who bdievein eternd constioustorment. The
ironic thingis tha those who bdieve in eternd torment will admit that nobodycan know
the severity of the offense we commit towards God, but then these same people will say
that theonly jus punishment for human sinis eternad consioustorment. How can it be
tha if we do not know the severity of the crime tha we then could profess to know
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precisely what the severity of the punishment needsto be? If we do not knowthe
severity of thecrime then why can®@the punishment jud as easily beless severe than
eternd consioustorment?

3. If people are not conscioudy tortured for all eternity and are only annihilated, have
they really been punished if they are not consciously aware of what they are missing?

Thisis oneof themod disturbing arguments that | have heard from proponents of eternd
torture. With thisargument we are to bdieve tha people who after death are obliterated
and cease to exist somehow do not suffer much pan or loss by being completely
annihilated and then for all of eternity never able to enjoy the pleasures of Heaven.
Whether apersonis aware that they are missing out on an activity or whether they are
blind to thisknowledge thefact remainstha they are still missingout If | goto the
party of the centuryOand do not tell my wife aboutit and she stays home and cleansthe
hous, did she not miss out greatly onthewondeful party that | enjoyed despite not
having any idea of wha she missed?

Would notthejoysof Heaven be so great that it would beinfinitely horrible to miss out
onthem, regardless of whether or not someonedid not make it to Heaven because they
were annihilated versusbeang tortured forever? Isthe orthodoxdodrine of eternd
congioustorment making people so numb to the severity of punishment that theidea of
being obliterated and missing out on Heaven inexplicably does not seem like avery
severe pendty? Besides, do Christianswho bdieve in eternd torment nat also bdieve
that an unbdiever misses out on the pleasures of being a Christian in thislifetime, or do
Christianswho bdieve in eternd torment bdieve tha they are suffering during thistime
for thereward of eternd bliss? Do those who bdievein eternd torment worry tha ther
joy in Heaven will notbeas great if unbdievers are not being tortured forever?

4. If thereis not an eternal conscious punishment then what is the point of
evangdizing, and why would people bather converting to Christianity?

For those of youwho are married, | would liketo ask if you married your spouse because
there was athreat of death if you did not marry him/he? Do you choo to stay married
to your spouse because of athreat to your physca well being? Wha do we think of
marriages tha are arranged, or when there isthethreat of physcal harm if oneof the
spouss leaves the marriage? Do we look to these marriages as examples of tremendous
and endearing love that we would like to emulate?

With this backdrop, | findit sad tha those who bdieve in eternd constioustorture would
guestion thereason to evangdize, or thedesire for unbdieversto convet if there was not
eternd torture for unbdief. How much more of apowerful witnesswould it befor
someoneto commit hislifeto abdief in which thefear of negaive consequencesis not
involved? How much more pure isthe commitment to loving someonewhen there is not
athreat of eternd torture for nonmmpliance? Asit standstoday, those who bdievein
eternd conioustorment do notrepresent a witness tha makes people take a step back
and question why people would dedicate therr life to the Christian bdief. Whether itis
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always true or not, thefaith of those Christianswho bdieve in eternd tortureis easy for
unbdieversto explain as being a calculated decision based notfirst onlove butrather on
wanting to avoid eternd torture for onesalf. Thisiswhy | bdieve Christiansadmire those
of similar faith whodie for ther bdiefs. Intheface of posible negative consequences
therevered Christian martyrs do notflinch. What then would God make of those people
whomsimply accept him because they are afraid of something bad happeningto
themselves? Besides, how can a person who accepts Christianity unde the guise of
eternd torture ever have complete confidence tha ther faith is based onloveand not
fear?

5. God® holiness makes it impossible for him to bein the presence of sinners,
therefore eternal conscious torment must betrue.

There are acouple facts tha cripple thevalidity of thisargument. Thefirstistheidea
tha mog Christiansbdieve in the Trinity which says God is three yet oneall at the same
time. For example, Jesuswas fully God and fully human when hewas on earth. Well, if
Jesus was still fully God on earth and he spent an inordinae amountof time with sinne's,
then how can it betruetha God@ holiness makes Him unable to bein the presence of
snnas? Mog Christiansbdieve God to betimeless and unchangesble, so if He could be
aroundsinnas for over 30 years on earth, why wouldn®thetimeless God be able to be
aroundsinnas at adifferent time?

Additiondly, it is thecommon teaching of orthodox Christianity that Godis omnipresent,
which means God is everywhere at every time. If God istruly omnipresent, then it would
stand to reason tha He would be present in everyplace induding Hell. How can Hell be
the separation from God, if indead God is omnipresent and cannotbe separated from
anything?

Even if we throw outthe example from abovewhich undoubedly many will do, and if
we were to accept the nation that God® holiness makes it impossible for him to bein the
presence of sinne's, the default postion does not have to be eternd conscioustorment.
Thereasonfor thisis simple; if people are annihilated upondesth and perish for al of
eternity then these individuds will never bein thepresence of God.

6. Sure, eternal conscious torment is a very tough punishment; however thatis what
makes JesusOwork on the Cross all the more amazing. Jesus paid the price for sin, so
that those who bdieve in Him will not have to pay the cos demanded by God.

Thetraditiond Christian bdief and messagein regardsto salvationisthis. God created
man without sin, man sinned by disobeying God and brought sin into the world. Every
human since the first man is born with a sinful nature and the price to be paid for this
sinful nature asrequired by God s eternal punishment in Hell. However, God so |oved
the world that he sent His son to paythe price for sin, and those who bdievein Jesus
are in essence accepting the payment for their sin from Jesus and these bdievers ge to
awid an eternity in Hell.
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Using an andogy to further illudrate wha thetraditiond Christian messageis, we can
use an example of a crimind whois aboutto be punished with alethd injectionfor the
crimes tha he committed. Let@® say tha a personwho had nothing to dowith theguilty
person@ crimes asks to take the place of the criminal. Theinno@nt man wants to pay the
debt to sodety on behdf of theguilty one In thisexample the Governor agreesto let the
innoent man take the place of thecrimind. The Governor ingsts tha theinnoent man
mug pay the same debt to sodety that theguilty man owes,; nothing short of deeth by
lethd injection will suffice. Theinnoeent man agrees to the terms and proceedsto take
on the punishment tha was owed by theguilty man.

Mog reasonéble people will agree with theterms of the aboveexample tha if someoneis
goingto pay theprice for a debt on behdf of another then only afull payment will be
sufficient. Theproblem for thetraditiond Christian dodrine of eternd punishmentin
Hell isthis. If, when man first snned God decreed tha eternd punishmentin Hell isthe
cog for man@ sinful nature, and then Jesus pad the price for sin, then Jesus should be
paying the price set by God which would mean tha he should bein Hell being eterndly
tormented. Of course Christiansdo not bdieve Jesusisin Hell, they bdieve tha heisin
Heaven. How can it bethen tha theprice for man@sin is eternd punishment in Hell and
Jesus pad thepricefor sin, butheisnotin Hell?

If those whowant to hold to eternd punishment in Hell as being the pendty for sin and at
the same time want to have a credible messageto therest of theworld, then they need to
make a decision and updde thar teaching. Either the pendty for siniseternd
punishment in Hell and Jesus pad the price and isnow being tormented in Hell, or the
pendty for sinisnoteternd punishmentin Hell and Jesusresidesin Heaven. For those
who bdieve in eternd congioustorture and want to be seen as credible, wha is your
message going to be?

7. Godin hisinfinite wisdom predestined some to heaven and some to eternal torment,
howwonderful isit that God saves anyone when all deserve eternal torture.

The people that make this argument will also say with certainty tha there is nothing
someonecan do to warrant salvation, it is all aboutGod®grace. If thisistrue andthere
is nothing someonecan do to earn salvation, how can it also betruetha someonecan do
anything to warrant eternd torture? It is either all aboutGod oritisnotall aboutGod, it
seems tha some want to have it both ways. If it truly isal aboutGod, then it needsto be
al aboutGod@desires for both salvation and eternal torture. The problem with thisidea
isthat it questionsthe goadness of a Deity tha would create humanssimply for the
purpo< of torturing them forever.

To protect thegoodnes of God, those who bdieve in the pre-destinaion of humansto
eternd torment will point to thesin of Adam and Eve as the condennaion for all
mankind. The problem of course isthefact tha nobodyreading this paper, andin fact
nobodywho has ever lived induding amog seven billionindividudstoday ever madea
choice to bebom. Even by accepting thenotion of Adam and Eve bringng sin into the
world and every human there after being guilty by assodation does not get aroundthe
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fact tha nobodycan ever choos to be bom, thusmaking it difficult to find thegoodnas
in ingantly condanning people to eternd torture who never had asay in the matter.

In regardsto theinfinite glory of God for only eternally torturing the majority of mankind
as oppogd to every human, thisin my opinionisanillogical argument. For example,
let@ say that a group of ten friendsgo to the beach and the lifeguards on duty tell them
tha it istoo dangaousto go swimming for the next few hous. Thelifeguadsthen talk
amongg themselves and decide tha if thegroup of ten do go swimming and have trouble
with theroughwater that they are only gaing to save the hdf of thegrouptha goesin the
water last. Thegroupof ten proceed to disobey thelifeguadsand sure enoughall ten
start to drown. Even thoughthelife guadshave the meansand the ability to save al ten
they only save thefive tha were picked outearlier and the other five drown and die in the
water.

How much praise from reasonable people would this group of lifeguadsreceive? Would
these lifeguards get to keep ther job? Theonly possible people tha might praise the
lifeguadsare thefive tha were saved, but even they will wonde why thelifeguardsdid
not rescuethdr friendswhen they had every oppatunity to doso. | wonde if those who
bdievein theideaof pre-destinaionwould praise these lifeguads If they donot, then |
question why they would praise a God tha opeatesin a manne tha trumpseven the
lifeguadsactions as God with a pre-destinaion view would have decided to not save the
swimmers longbefore they even entered into existence. Theusud argument to thistype
of example says tha God is pefect and lifeguadsare nat, so we should notcompare
GodQ@actionsto that of agroupof lifeguads If Godis pefect, and lifeguadsare not,
why would reasonable people hold a perfect God to alower standard than mere
lifeguards?

Do those who bdieve in theglory and love of pre-destinaion ever stop and realize that
theonly people who see theglory and loveof this theory are people who bdieve tha they
are one of theelect? If theglory of Godrestsin the fact tha he has the power and
authority to condemn al people who never had a choice of bengbom to an eternity of
torture but decides to save afew, then this does not in my estimation equd infinite
greatness.

8. God does not want anyoneto suffer eternal torment, thistough reality isthe free
choice of those who regect God.

Before getting into thefallacies of this argument, if jus for oneminute take a step back
and think abouthow it soundswhen a Christian who bdievesin eternd torture shares his
bdiefswith others. The Christian if open abouthis theology would say, G5od loves you
so much and He wantsyou to love Him, however if you do not loveHim you will be
tortured forever. All you haveto doisaccept this @reeQyift.O Unde what reasonale
definition would torture for nonmmpliance equéte to perfect loveand atruly GreeO
choice?
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There are over 30,000different Christian denominationsin the world with millionsof
Christiansshaing ther bdiefsin millionsof different ways. Thereisnobarier or
qudificationsfor who can share the Christian messageto theworld, noristhere a set
criteriafor what it meansto bea Christian, or wha it takesto be saved. Some Christians
will share thar messagein avery sincere loving manne, yet others might present
Christianity with an aggressive, attacking, and condemning attitude Some who present
the Christian message would be consdered modd citizens, many however would not
The problem with all of thisisthefact tha many times the manne in which evidenceis
presented isjug asimportant as theevidence itself. With thisin mind, it iseasy to
undestand why it istruetha in themod important and significant trialsin our county
both sides want the best representation in ddivering a particular messagein the best
possible manne.

It seems unreasonable to bdieve that if the coneequences for unbdief iseternd congious
torture tha an all knowing and all loving God woud not have putinto place amore
organized, systematic, and consstent approach in ddivering His messageto the world.
Obvioudy an all powerful God does not lack theresources or the abilities to have the best
possible representation for His message, yet thisisnotthereality of thesituaion. If God
were to demand a specific bdief in exchangefor avoiding eternd torture then in order to
still bean all powerful and loving God it seems reasonable to expect tha all individuds
should be given God® messagein asimilar manne, both in the content and in thequdity
of theddivery. How would it beloving for oneurbdiever to receive God® message
from acaring parent and accept it, and another to hear about God from an abusve parent
and rgject it and then suffer an eternd torture for not bdieving? Isit really fair to say the
abused child OreelyOrejected God?

How many people in thisworld are truly GreeOto choos Jesus? Thebiggest factor in
determining which religion onebdievesin is where someoneis bom and raised; thisis
clearly shown by the extreme segregdion of religiousbdiefs inheent to each country.
How many reading this paper GreelyOchose where to be born and grow up? Isthe
gtarving family in Africatha isjug tryingto survive really GreeOto choo® Jesus,
someonetha they mightnot have ever heard of? Isthepersonwholivesin aMiddle
Eastern county in which Christianity isillegd ultimately GreeOto choos Jesus? What
aboutthe youngmurder victim who never GreelyOchose Jesus? Are weto bdieveinthe
justice of God when the murder victim is tortured forever and murderer makes the GreeO
choice of Jesusand avoidstheeternd torture that hisvictim is suffering?

Findly, wha do we say aboutthe millionsof people throughouthistory who never heard
of Jesusand themillionsthat never will, have all these people been given the GreeQ
choice to choos Jesus? Some will arguethat there are exceptionsto the GreeOchoice
and tha God has a plan for thoee who do nothear aboutHim. If thisisthe case, then the
worst thing tha a person could dois tell someoneabout Jesusif this person has no idea of
Chrigtianity. Why tell someoneaboutJesusif you are going to take the chance that they
will GreelyOmake thewrongchoice? It does not seem reasonable to beieve that God
would putan eternd plan in place that would make a person@eternal destinaion more
secure if he never hears about God® messageto the world.
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If Godtruly isajug andloving God, then judice and lovewould demand equd
oppotunity if every person who makes thewrongchoice isto receive theequdly harsh
punishment of eternd torture.

9. Godin hisinfinitelove wants all people to love him. Since Godisloving heis not
going to force Himself onto anyone. Those who suffer in Hell for all eternity
ultimately get what they want.

Many will read the previousexamples and still concludethat ultimately God gives people
wha they want, and thisis an act of loveon His pat. Wha people are saying is tha
since God isinfinitely loving He will notforce someoneto bewith Him forever that does
not want to be. There are some subgantial problems with thisidea. For example, let®
say aparent is having adifficult time getting through to his teenage sonwhois going
througha prolongel period of depression. It gets so bad for the son that he condudesiit
would be better to not be alive than have to deal with the pan he goes througheach day.
The son decides to hang himself in his bedroom, but before heis able to complete thejob
his father walksinto theroom. At this point thefather has the ability to forcibly stop his
son from killing himself, which of course would be going agang the desires of his son.
Thefather though,wants to bethe mog loving parent possible and so he bdieves based
on hisview of God that the best thingto dois et his child get wha hewants. Theson
then proceedsto hang himself which tragically ends hislife.

What would areasonéble person say abouttheactionsof thefather? Wha would the
mother say when she got home and the husand explained his QovingQect? If this story
ran in the newspaper would the general popubtion praise this father as being QovingCoy
not stopping the son and letting him get wha hewants even if it is death? Reasonéble
people would not accept this story as being aloving act by thisfather, yet many of these
otherwise reasonable people will ascribe the same acts to God as beng a glorious
example of loveworthy of our highest praise. A loving father would only let his child@
free will go so far, once thefree will of achild endanges hislife then it isthefathe@
responsbility to exert hiswill over thechild, anything less from afather would notbean
act of love

10. If thereis not eternal conscious torment then what are we to make of the pasages
in the New Testament that seem to beteaching about the reality of thisdodrine?

The problem with this questionis thefact tha there are many passagesin the Bible tha
can beused to try and prove multiple postionson the eventud outcome for unbdievers,
and | demondrated earlier in this pagper tha many of the proof texts for eternd torment do
not stand up to scrutiny. There are Scriptures tha on the surface can be used to suppot
eternd congioustorment, annihilation, and eventual recondliation of al. Of these three,
| bdieve the Scriptural basis for eternd constioustorment seemsto bethemos lacking,
and the mog difficult of thethree postionsto recondle when onecomes across the
verses tha point to the other two options Take John 3:16 for example, OFor God so
loved the world that he gavehisone and only Son, that whoever believesin him shall
not perish but haveeternal life.O Unde wha reasonale definition of theword perish
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would we have a meaning denoting eternd torture? Perish in every common usage
meansto cease to exist, tha somethingis no more. The proponents of eternd conscious
torment cannot accept this though,so they will come up with complicated explanaionsof
how perish does not really mean perish.

Take alookat | Timothy 4:9-10 which reads OThisis a trustworthy saying that
deserves FULL acceptance (and for thiswe labor and strive), that we haveput our
hopein theliving God, who isthe Savior of ALL men, and especially of those who
believe.O Wha isit that nesdsto befully accepted in these two verses? Isit tha Jesusis
the Savior of afew elect? Isit tha Jesusisthe Savior of only those who bdievein Him?
Looking at these verses with an open mindit is clear that Paul is saying that hislisteners
need to fully accept tha Jesusis the Savior of al men, for Paul does not allow usto
marginaize the meaning of al in this verse because he addstheling, Oanl especially of
those who believe.O

To avoid any confuson and unwarranted criticism of my argument agang eternd
congioustorment, it is notmy aim in this work to prove which of the three outcomes for
unbdieversisthemog probable; rather it isto show the many reasonsto doubttheidea
of eternd torment and tha problem verses aboundfor those who hold to this dodrine
Lastly, it does seem oddthat if eternd torment istruethat an al powerful God would
leave uswith so many Scriptures tha when accepted at ther face valuewould notlead us
to arationd bdief in thisdodrine

11. After going through thisentire piece of work showing evidence against the
dodrine of eternal torment, many will reduce this debate to this mistaken bdief:
People who do not bdieve in eternal conscious torment ssimply do not like the hard
truth of it, and these people will always find something wrong with the dodrine
because of their emotional rejection of it, not because of thefacts. Thereisno way
God could have been more explicit in the Bible concerning the eternal torment of
unbdievers, and those who let their emotions get the best of them cannot see the truth.

Onethingtha | think everyonewhois reading this pgoer would agree with me onisthe
fact tha | am nat God, noram | al powerful, or all knowing. In comparisonto an all
knowing God, | smply do not match up. However, even with al of my deficiendesif |
was the author of adodrine such as eternd torture I could make this truth much more
explicit than wha we havein theBible.

Genesis 2:17 has God saying to Adam, OYou may freely eat of every tree of the garden;
but of the tree of knowedgeof goodand evil you shall not eat, for in the daythat you
eat of it you shall die.O To start with, this is a confusng statement from God because in
thefirst haf of the sentence he says OYou may fredly eat of every tree of the gardenQ
Fromthefirst part of thesentence it soundslike Adam has pemission to eat from every
treein thegarden, but appaently based on the next part of the sentence he could not eat
fromevery tree. At thispoint Adam is probably abit confused, butmoving on, it appears
tha Godissmply sayingtha if Adam eats from thetree of knowedgeof goodand evil
then hewill dietha same day. We do not find any warning abouteternd consious
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torment for Adam or his descendents, and as hard as proponants of eternd torture try this
theory isnotfoundin this passage It isnowonde then that Moses did not talk aboutan
eternd torture from God, he was not aware of any such dodrine In my present effort to
hdp avoid any confuson on Adam@ part, and to make clear the eternd consequences for
Adam and all his decedents here is how a self admitted fallible author like myself could
have written Genesis 2:17:

OYou may not eat from every tree in the garden, you must not eat from the tree of the
knowledgeof goodand evil, for if you do eat from it you will suffer a spiritual death
that day. Furthermore, if you eat from the tree of the knowledgeof goodand evil you
shall bring into this previoudly perfect world the evilness of sin, and you and your
descendents will be spiritually dead and upon your physical death both you and your
descendents will then be punished by being consciously tormented for all of eternity
unless you repent of your sinsand bdieve. | ak you now Adam, do you understand
my commandments and do you grasp the eternal consequences of disobeying me?0
Adamthen replied to God, O¥es Lord, | understand that if | eat from the knowledgeof
goodand evil that | will die a spiritual death, and | will bring into the world the horrors
of sin, and myself and my descendents will need to repent and have faith if we are to
awid the perils of eternal conscious torment.O

Now we move onto Adam and Eve® tranggression where they did eat fromthetree of
theknowledgeof goodand evil and surely if eternal conioustorment is truewe will
find God detailing this punishment for Adam and his descendents. Unfortunéaely for
those who bdieve in eternd torture thisis notwha we find, rather theLord saysin
Genesis 3:16-19, To thewoman he said, Olwill greatly increase your painsin
childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth children, yet your desire shall befor your
husband, and he shall rule over you.O And to the man he said, OBecause you have
listened to the voice of your wife, and have eaten of the tree abou which | commanded
you, &ou shall not eat of it,Ccursed is the ground because of you:; in toil you shall eat
of it all the days of your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you
shall eat the plants of thefield. By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread until you
return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; you are dust, and to dust you shall
return.O

The powerful fact with theaboveversesisthetotal absence of theidea of eternd
congioustorment as beng a part of the punishment for both Adam and Eve and ther
descendents. For Eve the punishmentis going to be pansin child bearing alongwith
being ruled by her hudand. Asfar as Adam is conaerned it soundslike his punishmentis
areturn to thedus fromwhich hewas formed, and of course thisis not an eternd torture.
God said, Gyou are dust, and to dust you shall return.O How can any reasonable
person condudetha God is putting in place an eternd torture when He clearly says that
thepunishmentisareturn to dud? If areturn to the dud is denoting an eternd torturein
Hell, then tha would mean Adam was in Hell before God brouglt him forth from the
dud. Thequestionsfor thoee who bdievein eternal tormentin Hell are beginningto
mount Where does God make clear to them theeternd conequences of ther sin?
Where is the mention of Adam and Eve® descendents being faced with a possible

34



sentence of eternd conioustorment for not repenting of their sinful nature and
bdieving? As| did earlier, | will use my finite mind to make thingsmore clear than wha
we have been given in Genesis. | will add jus onesentence to this accounttha would
have madeit very obviousas to the eternd punishment that now would awaits Adam and
Eve alongwith al of thar descendants. Hereis my additionto verse 19:

Oh addition to all of the above punishments, you will also be sent to a place of eternal
conscious torment upon your physical death if you do not repent of your sinsand
bdieve, and furthermore fromthis dayforth your descendents will also beat risk for
the punishment of eternal conscious torment if they do not repent and bdieve before
they die.O

If the Bible represents exactly what God wanted to say to His people, and if eternd
congioustorment for the majority of mankindistrue then howisit posible tha | have
madethis reality so much more undestandable than God did? If eternd tortureistrue
andif thenumber of wordsin the Bible today isthe exact nunber of wordsthat God
wanted written, why were so many wordsused to doaument thingstha have absolutely
no eternd consequences? For oneof many examples, take out a Bible and compare 2
Kings19with Isaiah 37-38:7. These two passages fromthe Old Testament are a virtud
word for word accountof some activities of KingHezekiah tha in no way have any
bearing on a Christian@life today, and certainly these passages do nothing to hdp
anyoneundestand God@® ultimate plan of judgment. How are reasonable people to
condudetha such afallible person like myself could add a mere 212 wordsto the Book
of Genesis tha articulates the dodrines of origind sin and eternd torment in much better
detail, and yet an all knowing and all powerful God would not use preciouswordsin
Genesis on such an infinitely important topic butwould repeet 1,260wordsto copy
verbaim some actionsof alongforgotten King?

| encourage everyoneto go throughthe Bible and when you come to places where one
would expect to find warningsof eternd torment, it isnowhereto befound Thepointis,
if an al knowing God was going to ingitute a punshment as shoding as eternd
congioustorment, | find it unreasonable to bdieve tha hewould also bealoving God if
hewere to spend so many of his valuable wordsto mankind on repeating word for word
events tha have no bearing on theworld today as oppogd to beng explicit over and over
agan aboutthe dodrine of eternd torture. **

! The same people who say that Adam and Eve sin caused God to create Hell as an eternal punishment
also tell us that Jesusis the only way that man can reconcile himself to God and avoid an eternity of
torment in Hell. If thisis true, then why after Adam and Eve® sin was God so worried about Adam eating
from the Tree of Life and in doing so obtaining eternal life on earth? God was so worried about this that
He had to banish Adam from the Garden and put up a sword to block access to the Tree of Life. God says
is Genesis 3:22-23, CBee, the man has become like one of us, knowing good and evil; and now, he
might reach out hishand and take also from thetreeof life, and eat, and live forever OAgain, if eternal
torment istrue, and Jesus is the only way for a person to avoid this fate, why was God worried about Adam
eating from the Tree of Life and living forever? Thisworried behavior ascribed to God is another reason
why nothing in the Old Testament confirms that the events in the Garden of Eden led God to institute
eternal torment as the punishment for sin. How can something be confirmed that we have no evidence for
occurring? Theinconsistencies in the orthodox view of the Adam and Eve story seems to be a case of a
doctrine trying to dictate what a text in the Bible says, as opposed to letting the text speak for itself.
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Additional Thoughts on the Godliness of Eternal Hell

OBut there are not a few who would beindignant at having their bdief in God
guestioned, who yet seem greatly to fear imagining Him better than He is.O
GeorgeMcDonald

Theidea of an eternal torture was a prevalent beief in many religions that
pre-date Christianity by hundreds of years.

| wonde if those who bdievein eternd constioustorment ever think aboutthe fact that
their vision of God@ ultimate judgment is onethat they share with many other religions
tha pre-date Christianity by hundedsof years. Thisto me would beavery sad redlity; to
bdievein a Godwhomis purported to be all knowing, all powerful, and perfect in every
way and yet His ultimate judgment is no different than so many other GGodsOwho were
worshiped well before Christianity came about Additiondly, it would be disconcerting
to meif | had abdief in eternd torture tha many historiansfrom the past have
doaumented how religionstha existed well before Christianity deceivingly used thefear
of eternd torment to keep thesodety in line

I will finish this section with some quotes from hisorianslongago tha tell ushowthe
false bdief in eternd punishment was used by religiousleaders before Christianity in an
effort to exert control over themasses. As shown earlier in this pgper Augugine echoes
these historians and those who continueto hold to a bdief in eternd torture will haveto
recondle thefact that ther view of God®@judgment is no different than so many religions
prior to Christianity. Lastly, as shown by the historians bdow, the contention that current
bdievers of eternd torture are mistaken is nothing new, and if history is any guideit is
likely that those who dispute thereality of an eternal torture will be proven correct in the
end.

Polybius, the historian, says:

" Since the multitudeis ever fickle, full of lawless desires, irrational passions and
violence, thereis no other way to keep them in order but by the fear and terror of the
invisible world; on which account our ancestors seem to me to have acted judicioudly,
when they contrived to bring into the popuar bdief these notions of the gods and of
theinfernal regions." B. vi 56.

Strabo,the geographer, says:

" The multitude are restrained from vice by the punishments the godsare said to inflict
upon offenders, and by those terrors and threateningswhich certain dreadful words
and monstrous forms imprint upon their minds...For it isimpossible to gowern the
crowd of women, and all the common rabble, by philosophical reasoning, and lead
them to piety, holiness and virtue - but this must be done by superstition, or the fear of
the gods by means of fables and wonders; for the thunder, the aggis, the trident, the
torches (of the Furies), the dragors, &c., are all fables, asisalso all the ancient
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theology. These thingsthe legidators used as scarecrows to terrify the childish
multitude" Geog, B. |

Seneca says:

" Those thingswhich makethe infernal regionsterrible, the darkness, the prison, the
river of flaming fire, the judgment seat, &c., are all afable, with which the podsamuse
themselves, and by them agitate uswith vain terrors.” Sextus Empiricus calls them

" podic fables of hell;" and Cicero speaksof them as" silly abaurdities and fables”
(ineptiisac fabulis).

The joy and happiness of mos peopleis greatly tied to the well beng of
their loved ones.

An often asked question by bath Christiansand non-Christiansconcernshow tho in
Heaven will feel aboutthe people who are beingtortured in Hell. Even themog staunch
bdieversin eternd torture ask themselves this difficult question. How then, do the
proponents of eternd torture answer this question? We can lookto awell known
Christian theologian for some ingghtinto thisissue J.I. Packer was asked in 22002
interview conduded by Christianity Today how those in Heaven will feel aboutthe
peoplein Hell. Packer replied tha those in Heaven will be caughtup in theglory of God
and thear time and attention will bespent praisng Him. Christianity Today pressed
forward a bit and wanted more clarity in regardsto how those in Heaven will feel about
thar loved ones (Dads Moms, Brothers, Sisters, ect) bang tortured in Hell. When
Packer findly gave a specific respon to this question he uttered these eleven cold
words, Olove and pity for hell's occupants will not enter our hearts.O

The problem with Packer® explanation of how Heaven® occupants will feel aboutthose
in Hell isthefact that for mog people thar own hgopinessis directly affected by thewell
beng of their loved one3. If my wifeis hurting either physcally or mentally | also hutt.
For thos with kids| am sureit is gutwrenching if they become serioudy ill. When a
person suffers the loss of aloved onethere is a definite time of mourning that takes place
and during this period a person has a difficult time enjoying any of life@ previoudy
enjoyable activities.

The proponents of eternd torture are somehow able to bdieve tha they will have no
feelingsfor those who are being tortured forever while they enjoy eternd blissin Heaven,
even if thetortured people are thar spous, parents, or children. If, when peoplearein
Heaven they nolonge have feelingsfor those who are suffering grestly, thenitisagood
thing tha our sodety does not opeaate in the same manne tha Heaven does. Imaginea
sodety in which those who are the mog fortunae do not care for those who arein grest
pan. Reasonable people certainly would not want this type of sodety here on earth, then
why do so many yearn for an eternity of thismindst? For myself, | cannotenvision, nor
would | want to have a heart tha does not bleed for those who are in great agony.

Another way in which proponents of eternd torture judify thelack of concern tha those
in Heaven have for the peoplein Hell is by sayingtha a personisin Hell because of
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God@ pefect jugice, and tha this personis getting wha he ultimately wants and
deserves. Thos with loving hearts here on earth care deeply for those who mighthave a
disease like AIDS even if it was a behavioral choice tha led to a person contracting this
disease. Thos with loving hearts ook after thewell bang of those who are in povaty
despite thefact that many of these people made decisionsthat contributed greatly to thar
current circumstances. To me, the greatest examples of love are when loveis given
freely, regardless of how much a person might QieserveOotherwise. Sadly, for beievers
in eternd torture this type of lovewill notexist in Heaven.

If eternal torture is true then the majority of the almog seven billion
people on earth todaywill be consciously tortured for all of eternity.

It isworth looking at some statistics to give those who bdieve in eternd torture some
perspective on jus how many peopleif they are correct would be subject to an eternity in
Hell. On aglobd basis about33%of theworld is Christian, althoughthisindudes
Chrigtians Catholics, Mormons Jehovah Witnesses, and many othe sects of
Christianity. Many Christiansand Catholics do nat bdieve tha all of thedenomnaions
within Christianity aretruly saved, and therefore the 33%figure for Christiansis amuch
larger number than we would have if we were to ask thevariousChristian sectsto
identify whois a QrueQChristian.

Even at the 33%figure that would mean tha 67% of theworld or putanother way
4,690000000people living today will betortured for al of eternity. This statistic is hard
to mesh with theidea of Jesusbeng the Savior of theworld, because according to those
who bdieve in eternd torment mog of theworld will end upin thedepthsof Hell for all
of eternity. Furthermore, another problem arisesin tha thereligiousaffiliation of
individuds differs greatly ona county by county basis. Thisisnotwha onewould
expect if the God of the universe was going to inditute eternd torture for nonbdievers,
onewould think that God would not let cultural influences play thedominant role in how
apesondecideswhat faith to bdieve in. Here are some startling statistics tha those who
will continueto bdievein eternd torture will have to reconale with aloving God.
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The popuktionsof thefollowing counties are dmog entirely Mudim (About99 5% or
more of the native popuations and nearly al of the foreign workers, are Mudim.) Listed
alphabetically. *?

Bahrain
Comoros
Kuwait
Maldives
Mauritania
Mayotte
Morocco

Oman

Qatar

Somalia

Saudi Arabia
Tunisia

United Arab Emirates
Western Sahara
Y emen

K K K K K K K K K K K K K K K

With 99.5% of the popuktionin these counties beng Mudim, a pe'son who holdsto the
idea of eternd torture mug question why the Christian God seems to betotally absent
from these popubtions How much oppotunity does a child bomin oneof these
counties really have to make the GreeOchoice for Jesus? For those who bdievein pre-
destinaion it would appear tha 99.5% of the popuation in these counties are not pre-
destined for abdief in Jesus Does it seem reasonable tha aloving God would pre-
destine onthe basis of geography and skip over 99.5% of the popuktionin so many
counties?

Reasonable people would expect tha if eternd torture was true we would see vastly more
even statistics in the makeup of religiousbdiefs within different counties. It jug does
not add up tha if GreeOwill or pre-destination were true that almost 100%of the
popuktionin so many counties would not GreelyOchoos the correct God, and almost
100%of many counties would not be pre-destined to bdieve in Jesus Thestatistics
clearly showtha cultural influences and nota desire to reject Jesusis a better explanaion
of why there are so many counties tha are predominaely non-Christian.

We mug ask at this point how eternd torture can be ajug punishment for aperson who
grew upinacounty tha is 99.5% non-Christian. Think of all the naural disasters that
strike the many countiesin which less than 10%of the county is Christian. Itisin these
poornon-Christian counties tha earthquakes and Tsunami® cause the greatest |oss of
life. How can apersonwho bdievesin eternd torture offer any conmfort to these people
by telling them their loved ones induding thar children, husands wives, parents and
thar friendswere greeted after a Tsunami or an Earthquée with an eternity of torturein

12 This complete statistic, and all other statistics for the world religions come from the web-site
www.adherents.com
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Hell? Would any of thesurvivors care to listen to the orthodoxChristian message of
hopeotha isbeng offered?

It isdifficult in a county asrich and powerful as the United States to have a perspective
on how mog of theworld lives. Many who are congdered to be povety stricken in the
U.S. are wedlthy in comparison to therest of theworld. Additiondly, thingssuch as
starvation, infant mortality, and dying from curable diseases are rare inthe U.S. in
comparisonto much of theworld. From an econamic and sodal well beng standpont it
ishard for people in the United States to have an undeastanding of thetruly difficult
circumstances tha grip much of theworld. For many, life is abouttrying to make it to the
next day, literally. Also, when it comesto religious bdiefsit is hard for thos in the
United States to have agrasp of how many peoplein thisworld are not Christians Inthe
U.S. anytimereligionis promoted it will mog likely bethe Christian faith. Fromthe
religiousbooksavailable in stores, to themovies shown in our county, to thechurchesin
ourlocal cities, it is safe to say tha the United States religiouslandscapeis domnaed by
the Chrigtian faith.

| am ending this section by showing variousstatistics tha display the qudity of lifein
many different counties throughouttheworld. For those who bdievetha eternd torture
istheeventud fate for people who do not bdieve in Jesus, pay close attention to thefact
tha those people who are mog affected by povety, starvation, and deadly diseases are
living in countiesin which mog of the popuktion bdongsto areligion other than
Chrigtianity. Theredlity of thesituaionistha themgority of the peoplewho are
impoveished in thisworld do not have thetime, eduction, or health to even think about
who theonetrue God is, and yet many Christiansbdieve tha these people will be
tortured for all eternity by a QovingQGod.

Lastly, for those whowill continueto hold onto abdief in eternd torture, | wonder if J.I.
Packer@ statement tha OLove and pity for hell's occupants will not enter our heartsO
offers you any reassurance as to the Godliness of eterndly torturing theweak and poa of
thisworld.
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Lowest DNI per Capita (US dollars earned each year on averagefor each citizen)®

Burundi
Ethiopia
SierralLeone
Malawi
Guinea-Bissau

$8882
$91.37
$11820
$13428
$14102

Eritrea

Tajikistan

Liberia
Niger
Chad

United States

$14539
$15377
$15832
$16490
$18764
$33070

Highest Infant Mortality Rate (Number of deaths of babies per 1,000births)

Angola
Afghanistan
SierraLeone
Mozambique
Libeia

1910
1631
1436
1308
1289

Lowest Life Expectancy

Swaziland
Bots Wana
SierraLeone
Lesotho
Zambia

35
36
38
38
39

Niger

Madli

Somalia
Tajikistan
Guinea-Bissau
United States

Angola
Ziger
Libera
Afghanistan

Central African Rep.

United States

Literacy Rates asa Percentageof the Population

Niger
BurkinaFaso
SierralLeone
Guinea
Afghanistan

176%
26.6%
314%
359%
36.0%

Somalia
Gambia
Seneggd

Irag

Benin

United States

13 The following statistics can be found at www.nationmaster.com

1217
1168
1167
1108
1072
6.4

40
41
41
42
42
77

378%
40.1%
40.2%
404%
40.9%
97.0%
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Drinking Water Availability asa Percentageof the Population

Afghanistan
Ethiopia
Chad
Cambodia
Laos

13%
24%
27%
30%
37%

Mauritania
Angola

Oman
Rwanda
BurkinaFaso
United States

Accessto Sanitation asa Percentageof the Population

Saneggd
Djiboui
Vanuau
Mali
Chad

8.0%
13%
17%
20%
21%

Children Living with Aids

Nigeria
South Africa
Zimbabwe
Ethiopia
Kenya

270000
250000
240000
230000
220000

Guinea
Guinea-Bissau
Botswana

Y emen

Togo

United States

India

Zambia
Uganda

Cote d@voire
Mozambique
United States

37%
38%
39%
41%
42%
100%

23%
25%
28%
28%
28%
100%

170000
150000
110000
84,000
80,000
3,927
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Concluding Thoughts:

What if you are wrong and eternal torture does exist?

For those wholet themselves condantly livein fear, life can become along series of
Qvhat ifsO When | get out of bed, what if | slip and hurt myself? What if | crossthe
street and get hit by acar? What if | goto a sporting event and aterrorist blows up the
arena? If aperson@lifeisfocused onthefear of negative consequences for thingsthat
have little probability of bangtrue then | submit tha thislife of fear will paralyze this
person more powerfully than any physcal aiment ever could. For myself, | do not want
to livealife based in fear, to me tha isnotalife worth living. Could | bewrongand
eternd torture as orthodoxChristian( beieve betrue? Sure, thisis apossibility.
However, so istheposibility tha thebillion Mudimsin ourworld are correct and all
those who do not bow down to Allah will spend an eternity being tortured in Hell. How
many Christiansreading this are worried about Allah sending them to Hell for all
eternity? How many Mudims are worried tha the Christian God is going to send them to
Hell for al eternity? Thisistheproblem with living alife groundel in fear, you can
never truly escapeit. No matter what a person bdieves there will aways be otherswho
aretelling this person tha heis notsafe from Hell, and thusthefear of negaive
conequences will undoubedly creep back in.

For me, alife of bdievingin a Godtha is defined by objective truth as oppogd to one
tha punishes with eternd tortureis an infinitely better option. Not only because | bdieve
theevidence for my view of Godis more solid, but also because | do nothave the heart to
commit myself to loving a Deity that tortures for al of eternity those who offend Him.

In theend, whether | am proven rightor wrongontheissue of eternd punishmentin Hell
meansless to me than knowing tha | am a pesontha livesmy life with abdief in
objective rights and wrongs and that | am willing to hold to these bdiefs no matter wha
negaive conequeances | mightbe subjected to. If my disbdievingin eternd torture turns
outto bewrong,andif | am not sent directly to Hell, then | will ask to beexcused from
Heaven so | can spend an eternity doing my best to hdp others have a more pleasant
existence. To spend an eternity only thinking abou my own well bengand not caring
for thoee who are being tortured would betheworst Hell | can imagine, and if eternd
torture istruel will gladly take my objective truth and postive outiook with me to offer
comfort to those who are being tortured for all eternity.
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